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ACADEMIC INTEGRI

Harvard University Presidént Claudine Gay resigned in January, following multiple accusations of plagiarism in academic-
article citations. Gay’s integrity came under scrutiny due to the school’s position and her personal comments on the
Israel-Hamas war and were deemed anti-Semitic by some and resulting in many alumni and donors calling for her
removal. Although 570-plus faculty members signed a petition in favor of Harvard’s first Black president retaining her
position, Gay chose to step down. ap proto/steven Senne

FOUR MORE YEARS?

President Joe Biden announced last year that he would
seek re-election in 2024. Republicans Ron DeSantis
and Chris Christie were among the high-profile
opponents to drop out of the race early, leaving
former governor Nikki Haley with the best

chance of stealing the nomination from

former President Donald Trump. Trump

also faced opposition from the states

of Colorado and Maine, both of which

attempted to remove him from the

ballot, citing the 14th Amendment’s

Insurrection Clause.

THE TRIALS OF TRUMP
Donald Trump became the first AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin
American president to be indicted
for state or federal crimes, racking up nearly 100 charges related to business fraud, election interference and the
removal of classified documents from the White House. He was also later found guilty of two cases of defamation
against E. Jean Carroll, the columnist who accused him of sexual assault in 2019. Trump lost both trials, with juries

AP Photo/Alex Brandon : awarding Carroll a combined $88 million.

V 7l = T ' THE GREAT PRETENDER
44 y Congressman George Santos
was charged with 23 federal
crimes for fraudulent campaign
fundraising. Santos had been
under a microscope since
running in the 2022 election,
when it was discovered he
. had lied about much of his
~ personal background. On
“® November 1, the House voted
to expel him—and failed—
but fraud allegations led to
@ his removal on December 1.
o B B Santos pleaded not guilty to all
charges.

FOX: THE NEXT GENERATION
Fox News founder Rupert Murdoch
announced in September that he would
retire from his two empires, broadcaster
Fox Corp. and book and newspaper
publisher News Corp. Lachlan
Murdoch, son of the 93-year-old media
baron, was named chairman of both
companies. Murdoch’s media holdings,
spanning Australia, the United Kingdom
and the U.S., have been subject to
numerous scandals, including phone
hacks and sexual assault allegations
against former Fox News chair Roger

Ailes.
\

Getty Images AP Photb/'l« Scott Applewhite

: AFP‘ g
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Rosalynn Carter, former first lady and wife of President Jimmy Carter for 77 years, championed women'’s rights, mental health
and other noble causes. She died in November at the age of 96. Other honorable Americans who passed away in the past year
include Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and former secretary of state Henry Kissinger.
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INCOME FOR ALL

In recent years, local governments
began experimenting with providing

a guaranteed basic income for those

in need. Results have been positive,
and the idea continues to grow. In
November, California launched a
state-funded guaranteed income pilot
program aimed at providing a minimum
income to 300 former foster youth. New
Jersey Representative Bonnie Watson
Coleman also reintroduced the national
Guaranteed Income Pilot Program Act to
the House of Representatives.

Hawaii suffered a series of wildfires mainly centered

on the island of Maui

evacuations, major damage to properties and more
than 100 deaths. Dry conditions combined with high
> wmds contributed to the severe blaze. By August
10, President Biden had declared the eve it
jor national disaster. The destruction ant
- damage to more than 2,000 buildings

- DEADLY SPREE

, In October, a 40-year-old man went on a shooting

\ spree in Lewiston, Maine, that became the 10th

¥ deadliest in U.S. history—and the most tragic ever
in the state. He opened fire in a local bowling alley
during a youth event, then began a second shooting
at a nearby bar. The manhunt for the shooter ended
two days later when authorities found him dead in a
tractor-trailer. Eighteen individuals were killed and 13
were injured.

Department of Defense via AP

BALLOON POPPED

A Chinese spy balloon spotted traveling southeast
from Idaho to South Carolina was shot down in
February by an air-to-air missile under the order of
President Biden. An F-22 fighter jet carried out the
order as soon as the balloon was safely over the
Atlantic Ocean. Chinese officials insisted the balloon,
which was said to be the size of three buses, was

a civilian craft that had accidentally entered U.S.
airspace.

ISLAND FIRES 1

in August, resulting in. .
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War broke olit between rival factions of Sudan’s military government in April. Since then; an estimated 12,000 have been killed, roughly 30,000 injured,
nearly eleven million displaced, and another 1.5 million have left the country as refugees. The situation is described as dire, with almost half of the country’s
population—close to 25 million people—in need of aid, and the war continues to rage on.  Ap Photo/Sam Mednick, File

ROYAL CANCER SCARE
Britain’s newly crowned King
Charles has been diagnosed with &8
cancer and immediately began §

regular treatments. More than 20 s
million people watched Charles’ Fs
| televised coronation ceremony |
/ d the previous May, which was
estimated to have cost anywhere
from 50 to 250 million pounds.
Charles’ wife, Camilla, was
crowned
queen.
it o

I@ PA Photos Limited [2 007} erlmﬂ?‘reserved

THE CANADIAN PRESS/Jeff Mcintosh~ — 4 r - 7 o ;, I ik FINLAND JOINS NATO
TAKING SIDES ity Vi) In April, Finland became the newest
On October 7, a Hamas-led Palestinian military launched a surprise f‘i’t - member of NATO, bringing total
missile and ground assault on southern Israel from the Gaza Strip, v membership in the international
killing more than 1,000 people. The group claimed its attack was military alliance to 31. The
due to Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories. Israel declared country first applied for
a state of war, attacking Gaza and killing more than 28,000 membership in 2022, though
Palestinians in its efforts to destroy Hamas. Protests and calls its aspiration to join dates
for a ceasefire have since taken place around the world. back to the Soviet invasion
from November 1939 to
March 1940. Finnish public
opinion for joining had been
low but swung in favor
following Russia’s 2022

AP Photo/Susan Walsh, Pool invasion Of Ukraine.

PENSION PROTEST

More than a million French citizens took to the streets in March to protest President Emmanuel
Macron’s plan to raise the country’s legal retirement age from 62 to 64. Labor unions walked
off the job in protest, bringing much of the country to a standstill. Macron’s plan was meant to
address an estimated pension shortfall brought on by increased life expectancies. Previously,
France’s retirement age was raised from 60 in 2010.
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CLIMATE CHANGES

According to the National Centers for Environmental Information, 2023 was the
hottest year globally and fifth hottest year in the contiguous U.S. The average
temperature was 2.4 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than the 20th-century
average, with 35 states experiencing one of their top 10 hottest years to date.
Some areas saw record-breaking rain and snowfall, resulting in severe storms

.‘ s 9N J gy and flooding, while
‘ A i ~ others experienced

severe drought.
The year also
saw 28 individual
billion-dollar
climate- and
weather-related
disasters—the
highest number in
44 years.

THE WAR CONTINUES

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine continued. By August, the total number killed
on both sides since the war began in 2022 had grown to nearly 500,000. In
June, the private Russian military group Wagner staged a rebellion against
Russia’s Ministry of Defence, with the group’s leader, Yevgeny Prigozhin,
stating President Viadimir Putin’s justifications for the war against Ukraine
were false. Prigozhin and other Wagner leaders were killed in a plane crash
two months later.

, o
istockphoto

- A QUAKE FOR THE AGES
A massive earthquake struck central Turkey and parts of Syria in February,
which was quickly followed by a second quake of near equal magnitude.
Damage was widespread, with more than three million left homeless and over
50,000 killed. It was the largest earthquake in Turkey since 1939 and the
deadliest in the area since 526 CE.

CoviD’s

DOWNWARD TREND
In May, the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared
an end to the COVID-19
global health emergency.
The organization stressed
that the new status was not
meant to imply the disease
was no longer a threat, only
that increased immunity
and decreased death rates
had put the pandemic on a
downward trend. COVID-19
was first declared a global
emergency by WHO in
January 2020. &=

TUNNEL WORKERS

FREED

Forty-one construction
workers who became
trapped in a collapsed
mountain tunnel in India
were freed after 17 days

in November. The workers
were pulled to safety
through welded pipes the
rescuers had been using
to remove dirt and rocks
from the tunnel. The tunnel
collapsed when a landslide
caused a portion to cave in
650 feet from the entrance.




GOODNIGH

Screenwriter and producer Norman Lear created more
- than 100 shows in his career, including the beloved
. classics All'in the Family, The Jeffersons and Maude. He
. died in December at the age of 101. Other television
.~ entertainers who passed away this year include Cindy
- Williams (Laverne & Shirley), Bob Barker (The Price
s Right), Suzanne Somers (Three’s Company),
David Soul (Starsky & Hutch), Tom Smothers (The

Smothers Brothers), Lance Reddick (Th )
and talk-show host Jerry Springer.
: Getty Images

REBRAND TO THE MAX

Warner Brothers Discovery rebranded its streaming

service in May, dropping the “HBO” from HBO Max.

The company said the move was an attempt to give

the service a more family-friendly vibe and showcase

its broad range of content, which, along with HBO i ad-free plans and introduced new, cheaper
titles and shows from the Discovery Channel, includes i GRS | plans alongside higher-priced tiers. Netflix
35,000 hours of programming. ESuTEr and Disney also began cracking down on

password sharing.

John Barrett/PHOTOlink/
Everett Collection
Getty Images

Getty Images

STREAM-FLATION

Netflix, Disney+, Apple TV+ and Hulu all
significantly raised their subscription prices
in an attempt to increase revenues. In many
| cases, the streamers did away with previous

2023 EMMY AWARD WINNERS
Outstanding Comedy: The Bear - D encertVides
Prime Video
QOutstanding Drama: Succession - -
Qutstanding Scripted Variety Series: Last Week Tonight With John Oliver i r— .
Qutstanding Actor in a Comedy: Jeremy Allen White (The Bear) ; Disney+ BRE

- - I
Qutstanding Actress in a Gomedy: Quinta Brunson (Abbott Elementary) (il f Y
B Outstanding Actor in a Drama: Kieran Culkin (Succession)
Qutstanding Actress in a Drama: Sarah Snook (Succession)

\ Rniat " L
gNetﬂix/ Courtesy Everett Colléctioniill) U paramount+
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ORIGINAL STREAMED TV SHOWS

1. TED LASSO 6. TOM CLANCY’S JACK RYAN
2. THE NIGHT AGENT 7. GABBY’S DOLLHOUSE
3. GINNY & GEORGIA 8. THE MANDALORIAN
4. VIRGIN RIVER 9. OUTER BANKS
5. LOVE IS BLIND 10. THE LINCOLN LAWYER

AP Photo/Ashley Landis
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TAYLOR + TRAVIS

Following months of speculation, fans
confirmed that singer Taylor Swift and
NFL star Travis Kelce were an item,
when Swift was spotted cheering

on the Kansas City Chiefs tight end
alongside his mother at a game in §
September. Swift, whose dating life
has become a hot topic in both the  §
media and her songs, later admitted
the two had been dating since the
summer, when Kelce expressed his
’ interest in her on a podcast. |

AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File

—

Getty Images

Mark Von Holden/Invision/

HOLLYWOOD STRIKES
Beginning in May, Hollywood’s writers went on a labor strike that lasted

148 days. Their walkout was joined in July by a strike of Hollywood’s actors,
marking the first time since 1960 both unions had been at the picket line
at the same time. Hot button issues included the prevention of artificial
intelligence from replacing writers and actors, and improved compensation
from streaming services. Film and television production ground to a halt,
altering movie schedules and delaying the fall TV season. Agreements were
reached with both unions by the end of 2023.

% SAG-AFTRA
Ol

STRIKE!
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Mickey Mouse’s copyright protection

SIGNING OFF
Throughout her 50-plus-year music
career, Tina Turner entertained with

a fiery energy that earned her the
title the Queen of Rock 'n’ Roll. She
died in May at the age of 83. Other
entertainers who passed away this
year include Matthew Perry (Friends),
Lisa Marie Presley (daughter of Elvis),
Paul Reubens (Pee-wee Herman),
Toby Keith (country singer), Carl

Plunkett/Invision/

Getty Images

MICKEY MOUSE FOR ALL
Following two copyright law
extensions that allowed the Walt
Disney Company to retain exclusive
rights to its signature mascot for
an additional 40 years, 95-year-old

finally expired in January, putting
the earliest version of the character
in the public domain. Anyone in the
U.S. can now use the character
without infringement, as evidenced
by the trailer for a Mickey-themed
horror movie that was quickly
released upon expiration. el

TOP TRENDING YOUTUBE
VIDEOS OF 2023

. “Baby Shark Dance” — Pinkfong

. “Despacito” — Luis Fonsi

. “Johny Johny Yes Papa” — LooLoo Kids
| “Bath Song” — Cocomelon

. “Shape of You” — Ed Sheeran

4

ivia!-\?l"‘lmages
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L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal

VEGAS GETS GLITZIER

Sphere, a 366-foot-high, 18,600-seat auditorium featuring a 16K resolution wraparound screen, opened just outside the Las Vegas Strip in September. U2 kicked
off the inaugural show with the first night of a planned 40-show residency. Sphere’s exterior is also made of a wraparound screen, allowing it to be seen in various
forms from afar. Built at a cost of $2.3 billion, it's Vegas’s most expensive building and the largest sphere structure in the world.

1989 (Taylor’s Version) — Taylor Swift
Speak Now (Taylor’s Version) — Taylor Swift
Midnights — Taylor Swift

Utopia — Travis Scott

R
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Folklore — Taylor Swift

Limited [2001]

Guts - Olivia Rodrigo

P
g .y
otos

Lover - Taylor Swift

Didivou Know That Theres !HE ENg tles Paul McCart d Ringo St leased what billed as th
- urviving Beatles Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr released what was billed as the
a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd - Lana Del Rey group’s final song in November. “Now and Then,” which featured tracks by late Beatles

Rumours - Fleetwood Mac John Lennon and George Harrison, arrived 53 years after the group disbanded and
60 years after the band’s famous Ed Sullivan Show appearance, which kicked off

Born to Die — Lana Del Rey Beatlemania in America. Its video received eight million views on YouTube within two
hours of release.

1.
2.
3.
4.
d.
6.
7.
8.
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2024 GRAMMY AWARD WINNERS

ALBUM OF THE YEAR: Midnights (Taylor Swift)
SONG OF THE YEAR: What Was | Made For? (Billie Eilish)
BEST POP SOLO PERFORMANCE: Flowers (Miley Cyrus)
BEST R&B PERFORMANCE: /CU (Coco Jones)
BEST NEW ARTIST: Victoria Monét
BEST COUNTRY ALBUM: Bell Bottom Country (Lainey Wilson)

Flowers
Miley Cyrus

Kill Bill
SZA

As It Was
Harry Styles

Seven
Jung Kook (feat. Latto)

Ella Baila Sola
Eslabon Armado, Peso
Pluma

RECORD OF THE YEAR: Flowers (Miley Cyrus)

THE TAYLOR SWIFT

Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour, which

THE ERAS TOUIK U

ERA

o0 OR ST pr
' 'i'*!s\;'!fz‘l):l{:'rnln - H

played 151 shows across |
five continents, became the
highest grossing tour of all
time, as well as the first to
earn more than $1 billion in
revenue. The tour broke the
previous U.S. record of most
tickets sold in a single day
($2.4 million) and the filmed
version of the tour quickly
became the highest-grossing
concert film ever. Swift ended
2023 by breaking Elvis
Presley’s record for most
weeks at number one by a
solo artist on the Billboard
200 chart and began 2024
surpassing the record for the
most Grammy Album of the

Getty Images

Year wins.

1. Guts — OLIVIA RODRIGO
2. The Record — BOY GENIUS
3. Something to Give Each Other — TROYE SIVAN

4. Zach Bryan — ZACH BRYAN

5. Jaguar Il — VICTORIA MONET

6. Manana Serd Benito — KAROL G
7. Scarlet — DOJA CAT
8. Let's Start Here — LIL YACHTY
9. Did You Know That There's a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd — LANA DEL REY

10. Snow Angel — RENEE RAP

4/3/2024 9:57:12 AM
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Movies

Shutterstock

TV SERIES OF 2023

(ACCORDING TO NIELSEN)
Shutterstock . 1. Suits (Netflix/Peacock)
2. Bluey (Disney+)
3. NCIS (Netflix/Paramount+)
4, Grey’s Anatomy (Netflix)
5. Cocomelon (Netflix)
6. The Big Bang Theory (Max)
7. Gilmore Girls (Netflix)
8. Friends (Max)
9. Heartland (Netflix/Peacock/Hulu)
10. Supernatural (Netflix)

i d O
|
|

gt A WL

| TOP10 NETFLIX
-/ MOVIES OF 2023

§

g Shutterstock

Shutterstock

.\
*&‘i \ "

Shutterstock
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UNLIKELY COUPLE

When Barbie and Oppenheimer were released
on the same day in July, they created a box-
office phenomenon. “Barbenheimer” was the
movie event of the year, as viewers flocked to
see an unlikely double bill of stories based on a
popular Mattel doll and the father of the atomic
bomb, respectively. Both films were among

the highest grossing films of 2023, earning a
combined 21 Oscar nominations. Barbie’s Greta
Gerwig also became the first solo female to
direct a billion-dollar movie.

STAR WARS BACK IN HYPERDRIVE
After several big-screen missteps that saw the
Star Wars universe confined to the small screen
for four years, the Disney-owned property finally
announced a plan to return to theaters. One
upcoming movie will focus on the popular
Mandalorian character and his ward, &

Grogu, while another will see the
return of Rey, a lead from the
sequel trilogy.

3l agu.‘. lviafl\P

i 2023 ACADEMY AWARD WINNERS

;\[ “ Best Supporting Actor: Ke Huy Quan (Everything Everywhere All at Once)

Getty Images
Best Picture: Everything Everywhere All at Once

Best Director: Daniel Kwan, Daniel Scheinert SUPERHERO %
(Everything Everywhere All at Once) KRYPTONITE &8

Best Actor: Brendan Fraser (The Whale) After 15 years of

Best Actress: Michelle Yeoh (Everything Everywhere All at Once) do@?\i: ns%;flietzjo?tsoglrgtal

ever bomb, as The Marvels
Best Supporting Actress: Jamie Lee Curtis starring Brie Larson

(Everything Everywhere All at Once) became the studio’s
lowest-grossing film ever.
Warner Bros. suffered an
equal fate when The Flash—a movie hyped for the return of Michael Keaton’s Batman—

lost the studio $200 million. Whether movie-goers were tired of watching spandex-clad
heroes save the universe or their storylines ran out of steam was a topic of much debate.

2023 BOX OFFICE

op

. Barhie $636 million
. The Super Mario Bros. Movie $575 million
. Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse $381 million
. Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 $359 million
. Oppenheimer $326 million
. The Little Mermaid $298 million
. Avatar: The Way of Water $238 million
. Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania $215 million
. John Wick: Chapter 4 $187 million
. Sound of Freedom $184 million

-
-
-
-

Disney/Marvel Studios viaAP /&

HOLLYWOOD TURNS 100
It was a centennial year for several of Hollywood’s
higgest symbols, including the Hollywood sign.
Originally a real-estate advertisement, Los Angeles’
most famous icon was almost torn down in 1949
due to its state of disrepair but instead it was =M
restored and declared a landmark. Two movie g
studios also turned 100 in 2023: Warner Bros. and |
Disney, the respective homes of Looney Tunes and S8R
Mickey Mouse. =g

1
2
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9

-
(=]

A\ AP PhotoJohn Kaou
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19)

Snapchat

Facebook

WhatsApp

WhatsApp Business
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BIG TECH

Apple made history in July, when it became
the first company in the world with a market
value of $3 trillion. Apple’s value has tripled
since 2018 and in 2022 exceeded that of
Walmart, Disney, Netflix, Nike, Exxon Mobil,
Coca-Cola, Comcast, Morgan Stanley,
McDonald’s, AT&T, Goldman Sachs, Boeing,
IBM and Ford combined. As stock prices
ebbed and flowed throughout the year,
Microsoft eventually surpassed Apple in
value and in January crossed the $3 trillion
line itself, thanks in part to its work with Al

Getty Images -

=

MERRIAM-WEBSTER’S WORD OF THE YEAR

The rise of public discourse surrounding artificial intelligence landed
“authentic” as Merriam-Webster’s 2023 Word of the Year. The
dictionary said the word was already a high-volume lookup, but recent
advances in Al and blurred lines between what'’s real and what’s

fake led to a significant increase in searches. “Authentic” has several
meanings, including “not false or imitation.”

4/3/2024 9:57:38 AM




TWEET STORM
Elon Musk stepped down as Twitter’s CEQO in June,
abiding by the results of a user poll showing
ongoing discontent with his reign over the
social media platform. Still, Musk continued
making major decisions regarding Twitter’s
day-to-day operations—most notably, a
complete rebranding of the platform as X. In
the first year of Musk’s ownership, X usership
was down 15 percent, and the platform lost
more than half its value.

MONTANA BANS TIKTOK

In May 2023, Montana became the first state
to pass legislation banning the use of popular
Chinese-based video app TikTok. The law was
set to take effect in January but was blocked
by a federal judge who claimed the ban likely
violated First Amendment rights. By March 2024,
the ban was still under appeal by the state. The
federal government had already banned the app
from all government-owned devices over worries
that U.S. user information was being passed on to
the Chinese government.

Elon Musk

Getty Images

SETBACKS IN SPACE

SpaceX'’s Starship rocket exploded eight minutes into a November test flight
that was to see it partially circle the globe and ditch into the Pacific Ocean.
Despite the setback, the test was deemed more successful than an initial
test undertaken the previous April. The 400-foot rocket is the largest ever
built and is expected to fly NASA astronauts to the moon by 2026 and,
eventually, to Mars. A third test was planned for March 2024,

BN S

I Sl

Getty Images

Al FEARS
Artificial intelligence (Al) went mainstream in 2023 with the release of GPT-4,
a language model created by OpenAl that can generate text similar to human
speech in ways far superior to any previous software. Fear surrounding the
possibilities of Al being detrimental to humanity was one of the rumored reasons
OpenAl removed co-founder and CEO Sam Altman from the company in

R & November. However, a staff revolt (and a job offer to Altman from Microsoft) led
SpaceX.- AP Photo/Eric Gay F 57 B o his reinstatement days later.

. —
.
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BRADY RETIRES (AGAIN)

NFL star Tom Brady retired in February—this time for good. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers star previously retired a year earlier, only to change his mind 40 days
later. Serving 23 seasons, Brady is considered the best quarterback in NFL history. He now qualifies for the league hall of fame as early as 2028, and the Patriots’
owner said he would waive the usual four-year waiting period and induct Brady into the team’s hall of fame immediately. ap photo/chris 0'Meara

NEW TOUR IN TOWN

In June, the PGA Tour announced it would merge with LIV Golf, a Saudi-backed upstart with a
% Qg: 9 more laid-back approach than the long-established PGA. LIV Golf was founded in 2021 and

quickly began luring players away from the PGA, causing a major divide in the golf world. Many

players said they felt betrayed by the merger.

| ’//é// /V
r '////%q,

Steve Szurlej/LIV via AP, File

MESSI COMES TO

AMERICA ,
Lionel Messi, one of the greatest
soccer players of all time,

signed to the MLS soccer

league’s Inter Miami team

in July, bringing him g B

to the United States '? RECORD BREAKER

after a long career v Lakers forward LeBron James broke the all-time NBA scoring record in February. His career
in Europe. Messi total at the time was 38,388, breaking the previous record set in 1984 by Kareem Abdul-
was the long- - ; Jabbar, who was on hand to witness the passing of the torch. James has since passed the
time leader of JESNCA e 39,000 mark and is well on his way to 40,000.

Argentina’s (e Ry =} ) FAREWELL

national ; K F 7 Y Dick Butkus was not only a strong linebacker for the Chicago Bears, but an accomplished
folotb'all team, e 3 sports commentator and actor. He died in October at the age of 80. Other athletes who passed
winning the LW 4 'R Y@ 2away this year include MLB all-star Joe Pepitone, hockey legend Guy Lafleur, frack-and-field

World CUp, N | s athlete Tori Bowie and the first Jamaican WNBA player Simone Edwards.
with them in J 4 :

2022, while

also personally

being awarded the

adidas Golden Ball

for the FIFA World

Cup for a record- :

setting second time. i’hoto/L nne Sladky

AP_Photo/Matt Krohn

T

AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File
Getty Images

AP Photo/File

AP Photo/Tim

Getty Images
v
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NEW LEAGUE DEBUT

The newly inaugurated, highly anticipated
Professional Women’s Hockey League
played its first game in January. Toronto’s
rival team New York (teams in the new
league were still unnamed) won the game
4-0, with Ella Shelton scoring the league’s
first-ever goal. The six-team league, which
was established after the collapse of the
Canadian Women'’s Hockey League in
2019, planned an initial 24-game season.

CANADA’S FIRST KING CUP
The Canadian women’s tennis team won
its first Billie Jean King Cup in November.
Canada triumphed over Italy 2-0 in the
final, with players Marina Stakusic and
Leylah Annie Fernandez winning straight-
set singles events. Awarded since 1963,
the Billie Jean King Cup is the premier
international women’s tennis team cup.

CANADA’S RETURN

TO THE TOP
In August, Nick Taylor
became the first golfer
from Canada to win the
Canadian Open in 69
years, beating Tommy
Fleetwood on the fourth
playoff hole. The last
Canadian to win the

Open was Pat Fletcher
(who was actually born

in England) in 1954. The
only winner to previously
win for Canada was
Karl Keffer, who won
in 1909 and 1914.

Sl AP Photo/Manu Fernandez

GO FOR GOLD =% TpK =
,, A 24-year-old S _AROP_=2
runner from Edmonton, Marco Arop, was the first Canadian —
to win gold in the men’s 800 metres at the World
Athletics Championships in August. He spent the entire
first of the two-lap race in last place but pulled ahead early
in the final lap to secure victory. His time was 1:43:30—the
third-best time in the world this year. ap photo/Petr David Josek
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FIBA SCORE h o
In September, Canada won its first-ever medal at the FIBA Men’s ¢

Basketball World Cup. Team Canada beat the United States in ‘ Gettydo

the overtime bronze medal game, 127-118. Canada’s Dillon ALOUETTES DOMINATE

3r00|ks Tcoreq 39 poijntls a!ong—;?g Amost evf{, scored by a The Montreal Alouettes won football’s Grey Cup 28-24 in a November match
Singie piayer in a medai-winning compettion. against the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Hosted at Tim Hortons field in Hamilton, it was
the team’s first Grey Cup win in 13 years.

2023 CHAMPIONSHIP WINS

‘4 ' 4 B World Series: Texas Rangers (over the Arizona Diamondbacks)

Lo 3 @ ,' : '«( 3 ', ‘ Super Bowl: Kansas City Chiefs (over the San Francisco 49ers)
ig / n od ; _ NBA Final: Denver Nuggets (over the Miami Heat)
= ‘ " ot v Py ; Stanley Cup: Vegas Golden Knights (over the Florida Panthers)
OLYNYK . B 4 <
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A TRAGEDY AT SEA

In June, Titan, a small submersible tourism craft operated
by the OceanGate company, imploded during a voyage to
view the wreck of the Titanic off the coast of Newfoundland.
All crew and passengers, including OceanGate’s CEO, two
businessmen and one of their sons, were killed instantly.
Following the incident, it was revealed that previous safety
concerns regarding the vessel had been ignored.

BLACK HOLE IN THE SUN

In December, NASA released photos of a massive hole that had formed on the
surface of the sun. The coronal hole was estimated to be the size of 60 Earths
and are not considered uncommon, but they can interfere with radio signals.
Thankfully, they are usually temporary.

STAMPING OUT DISEASE

Six nations eliminated what the World Health Organization (WHO) refer to as
“neglected tropical diseases” in 2023. The diseases in question usually affect
those living in poverty, in countries with few resources. In the early 2000s, the
WHO began a program to stamp out 21 such diseases, which affect more than a

billion people worldwide.

A (DELAYED)
TRIP TO THE

MOON
The first planned
manned moon landing
in half a century,
originally slated for
S - 2025, was postponed in January
Getty iR R to 2026. NASA said the delay

ARE WE ALONE? was the result of safety concerns

) . N , with its vehicles, as well as
Ina July congressional hearing on Unidentified Flying development issues with third-
Objects (UFOs), former air force officer David Grusch party moon sits and landers.
claimed the government was not only reverse- The planned mission will see
engineering recovered air vessels, but had recovered astronauts land on and explore
non-human biological matter from UFO crash sites. .  South Pole for the
Grusch further claimed the government has been
aware of non-human activities since the 1930s.

A_SDO_AIA

Getty Images [N
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